
ELG 17. Being Imaginative and expressive. Skill progression throughout Reception 

 

Entry (3) 

 

 They can sing a few familiar songs. 

 They can copy adult or peer movement in response to music.  

 They notice what adults do; imitating what is observed and then do it spontaneously when the adult 

is not there. 

 They engage in imaginative role-play based on first-hand experiences. 

 They build stories around toys (e.g. farm animals needing rescue from an armchair ‘cliff’). 

 They use available resources to create props to support role-play. 

 

Autumn 2 (4) 

 

 They create original pictures or models (they do not continually draw the same known picture over 

and over again). 

 They are beginning to build a repertoire of songs and dances. 

 They explore and learn how sounds can be changed. 

 They use talk to recreate experiences in play situations. 

 

Spring 2 (5) 

 

 They can play with other children engaging in the same theme. 

 They will role play using characters from known stories, poems etc 

 They will join in with singing (and actions for) known songs 

 

Summer 1 (6) 

 

 They are beginning to create their own songs and dances (e.g. puts new words to a familiar (or made 

up) tune and makes up movement in response to music). 

 They are more confident at singing known songs and dancing in a familiar group. 

 They can play cooperatively as part of a group to develop and act out a narrative. 

 They are beginning to have their own original ideas about stories (e.g. they can create a new 

character for a known story or create an alternative ending). 

 They are beginning to create a wider variety of characters in their role play  

 

 

Summer 2 ELG (7) 

 

 They can invent and adapt narratives 

 They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through art, music, role play and dance 

 They will perform to a group of familiar people 

 They can sing songs, make music and dance. 

 They can experiment with ways of changing their music and dances. 

 

Exceeding (8) 

 



 They can talk about features of and recognise differences between their own and others work. 

 They can see the strengths of others work. 

 They can adapt their performance after critique  


