
ELG 10. Writing. Skill progression throughout Reception 

Entry (3) 

 They can copy some letters. 

 They can write their own name. 

 They can label their picture and tell you what it says (recognisable letters but no correct phoneme-

grapheme correspondence e.g. letters from their own name or letters taught in phonics scheme). 

 They can write a few recognisable letters and tell you the sounds they have used. 

 They can hear, say and write the initial sounds of words (known sounds). 

 

 

Autumn 2  (4) 

 

 They can write the correct letter when they are told a known sound (phoneme/grapheme 

correspondence). 

 They can hear, say and write the first and last or first and medial sounds of a word (e.g. ‘sn’ for sun 

or ‘su’ for sun). 

 They are beginning to be able to hold a sentence. 

 They can hear, say and write the first sound of words in a sentence (e.g. I h a s – I have a sister). 

 

Spring 2 (5) 

 

 They can hear, say and write CVC words including medial sound. 

 Some letters are correctly formed  

 They can write a simple caption with sounds in the correct sequence (e.g. mI mum) that familiar 

adults can read (without necessarily knowing the context). 

 They are beginning to write some irregular high frequency words correctly (e.g. the, I, to). 

 

Summer 1 (6) 

 

 They can hold a sentence. 

 They have an awareness of finger spaces (these could be between words or within words). 

 They are beginning to be able to write simple sentences which can be read by others. 

 They are writing an increasing number of irregular high frequency words correctly (e.g. said, all, 

are). 

 

Summer 2 ELG (7) 

 

 They can write a simple sentence which can be read by others (with sounds correctly in sequence e.g. 

this is mI nIs mum). 

 They can use finger spaces between words. 

 Most of their letters are correctly formed 

 They can write some irregular high frequency words correctly and use these in their sentences. 

 They are beginning to be aware of capital letters and full stops.  

 

 

 



 

Exceeding (8) 

 

 They can write more than one sentence about the same topic.  

 They can use interesting or describing words in some of their sentences. 

 They can write phonetically regular polysyllabic words (e.g. sunlight). 

 They can write many irregular high frequency words. 

 They can write a story with a beginning, middle and an end.  

 They can use capital letters and full stops at the beginning and end of the majority of their sentences.  

 They have an awareness of other forms of punctuation (e.g. question marks, exclamation marks, 

speech marks).  


